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Outline 

1.  Assessing writing 
2.  Sourcing sources 
3.  Adapting sources 
4.  Using sources in writing 
5.  Critical reading, critical writing 

and critical evaluation 

 



Criteria for assessing writing 

Discussion 
 
•  What criteria do you use for 

assessing writing?  
•  How do you decide on a grade 

for your student’s essay? 



XJTLU Descriptors 



Sources 
Discussion 
 
•  How do you choose sources for your 

students? 
•  How do you ensure the sources are 

appropriate in terms of origin, content and 
language level? 

•  What challenges are there in finding 
sources? 

•  What challenges do students have in using 
sources in their writing? 



Adapting texts 
http://readingandwritingtools.com/rm/
readingmate.html 
 
•  Use Reading Mate to check the language 

level of your reading texts 
•  Aim for 98% ‘cumulative coverage’ 

•  Set the number of word families: 
-  XJTLU Year 1 Semester 1: 4000 words  

(= 10/11 years Fleisch-Kincade) 

-  XJTLU Year 2: 6000 words  
(= 12-13 years Fleisch-Kincade) 

 
 



TurnItIn software for checking 
how students use sources 

•  Reveals plagiarism – copying from websites, 
book and articles 

•  Reveals collusion between students 
•  % similarity shows how much the student has 

used the words of others 
•   * % similarity might include cover  

 sheet, quotations and    
 reference lists 

•  Tutors should check the TurnItIn report text and 
use their own judgement 



Using sources in student 
writing  

Discussion 
 
How can we encourage students to 
use ideas in sources appropriately, 
critically, and in a way that shows 
they are developing their own ideas/ 
argument/ thesis? 



Say, mean, matter 

SAY 
(Quotation) 

MEAN 
(Paraphrase) 

MATTER 
(How can this be 

applied to the essay’s 
thesis) 

“Everybody is a genius. 
But if you judge a fish by 
its ability to climb a tree, 
it will live its whole life 
believing that it is 
stupid” (Einstein (n.d.), 
quoted in Kelly, 2004) 

There are many different 
ways of evaluating 
intelligence. Everyone 
has their own unique 
talent. 

Every classroom has 
multiple learning styles, 
so there should not be 
only one method of 
assessment 



Complete the say, mean, matter table 
with regard to the essay question: 

‘What challenges do East Asian 
students face at Western 

Universities?’ 
SAY 

(Quotation) 
MEAN 

(Paraphrase) 
MATTER 

(How can this be 
applied to the essay’s 

thesis) 
‘Many Asian students are 
less autonomous, more 
dependent on authority 
figures, and more 
obedient and conforming 
to rules and 
deadlines’ (Rao, 2001) 



The completed table can be 
used to create a paragraph 

SAY 
(Quotation) 

MEAN 
(Paraphrase) 

MATTER 
(How can this be 

applied to the essay’s 
thesis) 

‘Many Asian students are 
less autonomous, more 
dependent on authority 
figures, and more 
obedient and conforming 
to rules and 
deadlines’ (Rao, 2001) 
 

Asian students are often 
more reliant on figures of 
authority and are hence 
less independent and 
more compliant. 

Initially they may be less 
willing and able to cope 
with Western tutors’ 
expectations of self-
guided learning and 
critical thinking 



Complete the paragraph with an 
example 

Teacher-centred classrooms in East Asia can 
create the conditions for those students to 
initially struggle at Western universities. Rao 
(2001) explains that Asian students are often 
more reliant on figures of authority and are 
hence less independent and more compliant…. 
[Example?]… Therefore, at least at the 
beginning, they may be less willing and able to 
cope with Western tutors’ expectations of self-
guided learning and critical thinking. 
 
 



Reducing the marking load 
 
Discussion 
 
How can we maximise writing 
production whilst ensuring we don’t 
have to mark everything they 
produce? 
 



Peer feedback 
•  Students evaluate each other’s work 
•  Give the students criteria for evaluation 
•  In the previous paragraph find and 

label: 
Topic sentence 
Citation 
Explanation 
Example 
Main point that relates to the essay question 
 

•  How does this help the evaluator as 
well as the writer? 



Other useful tools for writing 
Marking Mate 
http://writingtools.xjtlu.edu.cn:8080/mm/
markingmate.html 
 
Macmillan Online Dictionary 
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/ 
 
Merriam-Webster dictionary and app 
http://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/
analysis 
 
 



Review 

Discussion 
 
•  How easy would it be to 

implement these ideas in your 
context? 

•  What challenges do you foresee? 


