
Ideas and Practice 

EAP Learning Outcomes 



Workshop Outcomes 
�  Overview for learning outcomes at XJTLU 
�  Outline integrated exam format 
�  Examples of descriptors used for writing and speaking at 

XJTLU 
�  Closer examination of outcomes for critical thinking, 

teamwork, reading and communication 
�  A review of critical thinking 
�  Reading circle activity 
�  Feedback  



Think, Pair, Share 
 

� What academic skills objectives should there be 
for an EAP program? 

� What linguistic skills objectives should there be 
for an EAP program? 



EAP Learning Outcomes (Objectives) 
1.  To Build and Foster an Atmosphere of Critical Thinking. 
2.  To Improve Students’ Ability to Work in a Team Environment. 
3.  To Write Organized Academic Essays in a Specified Number of Styles 

including: Descriptive, Argumentative, Compare & Contrast, and 
Cause & Effect. 

4.  To Effectively and Efficiently Review, Cite, and then Correctly 
Synthesize Material from any Primary or Secondary Source. 

5.  To Employ a Range of Reading Skills and Strategies in Order to 
Understand a Variety of Academic Texts. 

6.  To Increase Students’ Vocabulary Range and Accuracy. 
7.  To Enhance Student’s Ability to Communicate Through Writing and 

Speaking. 
8.  To Introduce Basic Research Skills and Build on those Skills 

throughout the Year. 



Integrated Exam Format (Semester 2) 
�  Reading (approximately 1000 words) with comprehension 

questions. 

 
�  Listening with note-taking (approximately 10 minutes). 

 
�  Essay writing (300 words) using citations from both the 

listening and reading.  There should be at least one citation 
from each. 



Descriptors for Integrated Exam and 
Coursework Essay: Core Features 
Task Fulfillment (TF)  
�  Responds directly to the topic 

or question. 
�  Paraphrase from outside 

sources with citations and 
references 

�  Adequate sentence, paragraph 
and essay structure 

�  Each paragraph has 
adequately clear topic 
sentence and supporting 
details 

 

Language Use (LU) 
�  Readable despite grammar 

errors 
�  Adequate spelling and 

grammar 
�  Adequate vocabulary for 

academic writing 
�  Adequate use of transitional 

language and cohesive devises 
 

 
 



Threshold  
 
 
Common European Framework of Reference for Language 
Learning (CEFR) threshold if students achieve all these features 
is High B1 



Descriptors for Integrated Exam and 
Coursework Essay: Advanced Features 
Task Fulfillment 
�  Citations are well used and 

follow Harvard referencing 
guidelines 

�  Effective, well used, 
paraphrases 

�  Body paragraphs show well 
developed ideas that are 
supported with citations  

Language Use 
�  Well structured simple, 

understandable and complex 
sentences with few errors, 
also shows a good command 
of grammar 

�  Shows a wide range of 
academic vocabulary and 
functional language 

�  A good range of transitional 
language and cohesive devices 



Threshold  
 
 
Common European Framework of Reference for Language 
Learning (CEFR) threshold if students achieve all these features 
is Low B2 



Speaking Exam 
�  Semester 1: speak in a group on a topic given by examiner. 
 
 

�  Semester 2 :give a presentation on a research project each 
student did during semester 2 and answer questions from 
examiner(s) on project and presentation. 



Descriptors for Speaking Exam: Core 
Features 
 
Task: 10% of exam grade 
 
Student must correctly perform the task or 
correctly respond to the question(s) given. 



Core features: Delivery 
�  Sufficient pronunciation for examiners to understand speaker 
�  Some intonation with acceptable ability to communicate 

meaning 
�  Student can communicate reasonably well and pause or 

hesitations are not an impediment 
�  Show some effective use of body language and eye contact 



Language: Core Features 
�  Acceptable range of vocabulary related to the topic or task 
�  Adequate command of grammar acceptable for 

communication 
�  A sufficient use of signpost language and cohesive devices 
�  Demonstrates repair strategies  
 



Development of Ideas: Core Features 
�  Shows adequate understanding of topic or task 
�  Shows some evidence of logical development of main ideas 

and can give details and/or examples 



Threshold  
 
 
Common European Framework of Reference for Language 
Learning (CEFR) threshold if students achieve all these features 
is Low B2 



Advanced features: Delivery 
�  Pronunciation is mostly clear and understandable throughout 

response or task 
�  Effective use of intonation 
�  Demonstrates a greater degree of fluency 
�  Demonstrates effective use of body language 



Advanced features: Language  
�  Demonstrates a good range of task-related language with few 

mistakes 
�  Displays good command of grammar to convey meaning 

accurately 
�  Effective use of signpost language and cohesive devices 



Advanced features: Development of 
ideas 
�  Show clear knowledge and understanding of topic being 

discussed or presented 
�  Demonstrates well developed with details and examples 



Threshold  
 
 
Common European Framework of Reference for Language 
Learning (CEFR) threshold if students achieve all these features 
is High B2 



What we will focus on today 
�  To Build and Foster an Atmosphere of Critical Thinking. 
 
�  To Improve Students’ Ability to Work in a Team 

Environment. 
 
�  To Employ a Range of Reading Skills and Strategies in Order 

to Understand a Variety of Academic Texts. 
 

 



Critical Thinking 
Think, Pair, Share: 
What is critical thinking?   In your group come up with a one-
sentence definition. 
 



Critical Thinking: a definition 
Here’s a definition as it relates to a learner’s cognitive domain 
in regards to Bloom’s taxonomy: 
 
Critical thinking is the involves comprehending, evaluating, 
analyzing, applying and synthesizing what is knowledge and 
skills (Ritchhart, Church and Morrison, 2011). 
 
 



Bloom’s Taxonomy 



Another definition: 
Here is another definition incorporating a newer interpretation 
of Bloom’s taxonomy: 
 
Being able to move from lower order thinking skills (LOTS) to 
higher order thinking skills (HOTS), incorporating 
remembering, understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating 
and creating (Anderson and Krathwohl, 2001). 
 



And illustration of the newer version of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 



Critical thinking in regards to EAP 
teaching 
Think, Pair, Share: 
How, do you think, critical thinking could be applied to EAP 
teaching? 
 



Reading Circles for EAP  
The following is an activity that can help promote the following 
outcomes: 
1.  To Build and Foster an Atmosphere of Critical Thinking. 
2.  To Improve Students’ Ability to Work in a Team 

Environment. 
3.  To Employ a Range of Reading Skills and Strategies in 

Order to Understand a Variety of Academic Texts. 
4.  To Enhance Student’s Ability to Communicate Through 

Speaking. 



What is a reading circle? 
 

A reading circle is a reading activity where 
students, in a small group, read the same text 
but each student in that group has a different 
role to play in the whole group’s overall 
understanding of the reading. 



What are some other reasons to do 
reading Circles? 
Aside from helping meet the EAP learning outcomes discussed 
previously: 
�  Promotes collaborative learning 

�  Tasked-based learning 

�  Promotes not just critical thinking  but can focus on LOTS 
and HOTS 

�  Student-centered. 



Recent core reading 
I have used this activity many times in EAP.  Most 
recently for one of my class’ core readings for their 
coursework project and here were the roles I 
assigned each person. 
1.  Questioner 
2.  Illuminator 
3.  Connector 
4.  Illustrator 
5.  Secretary 
 



Reading Circle Activity 
 

Now we’ll go through a reading circle 
activity.  We will use the same core reading 
article used in my classes. 



Introduce Topic 
Before starting the reading circle activity: 
What do you see in the picture? 
 



Introduce Topic 
How is this picture representative of stress? 
 



Think, Pair, Share 
What do you already know about this topic?  What is your 
experience with it? 



Reading: The stresses of modern life 
 
From looking at this title… 

What, do you think, the reading will focus on? 



1. Word Watcher 
 

Word Watcher-looks for new vocabulary 
in the reading to teach the group.  
 
 



2. Questioner 
 
 

The Questioner-creates questions about 
the reading to ask the other members to 
check their understanding of the article. 



3. Illuminator 
 
 

Illuminator-find at least on supporting 
idea in each paragraph that you feel is 
important to discuss with the group. 
 



4. Connector 
 
 

Connector- discuss with the group how 
the article might connect to any previous 
reading or experience you have had on 
the topic you are reading about.  
 



5. Illustrator 
 
 

Illustrator- Create a visual (either a 
mind-map of main ideas and supporting 
details or picture that best reflects the 
main ideas of the article). 
 



6. Police Officer 
 
 

Police Officer-make sure the other 
members are on task and to direct the 
discussion.  Make sure each person in the 
group has a chance to speak. 
 



7. Secretary 
 
 

Secretary-record group discussion to 
share with the rest of the class. 
 



Roles: 
1.  Word Watcher-looks for new vocabulary in the reading to teach 

the group.  
2.  The Questioner-creates questions about the reading to ask the 

other members to check their understanding of the article.  
3.  Illuminator-find at least on supporting idea in each paragraph 

that you feel is important to discuss with the group. 
4.  Connector- discuss with the group how the article might 

connect to any previous reading or experience you have had on 
the topic you are reading about.  

5.  Illustrator- Create a visual (either a mind-map of main ideas and 
supporting details or picture that best reflects the main ideas of 
the article). 

6.  Police Officer-make sure the other members are on task and to 
direct the discussion  

7.  Secretary-record discussion of the article to share with the rest 
of the class. 



8th Role: Monitor/Observer 
Your job is to observe the activity.  Walk 
around to the different groups and observe 
how they are working together.   Consider: 
� Teacher’s role 
� Learner’s role 
� Where is the focus on the teacher or 

learners 



Feedback  
So you’ve seen and experienced a reading 
circle activity.  Think, Pair, Share: 
� What was the role of the teacher? 
� What was the role of the learner? 
� How was target language used? 
� How was critical thinking used? 
 



Discuss: 

�  What were your impressions as a student/participant in 
the activity? 

�  What were your impressions as a monitor/observer of the 
activity 



Another Question: 
 
 

What are some other, different tasks that 
could be assigned to group members in 
this activity? 
 



Final discussion question: 
 

What would be a follow-up or extended activity to 
do with student’s after reading circles?   
 
 
What kind of homework assignment might you 
give?  



One last idea to leave you with… 



Thank you! 
Please fill out the feedback form for this session before you 

leave. 
 



Learning outcomes include: 
�  Write a paper or report in various genres of academic style while 

using proper citations and referencing (Harvard Style). 
�  Be able to listen to long lecture in English and take notes that can 

be used in other activities.  For example, academic writing, asking 
questions, class discussion or debate. 

�  Discuss topic using appropriate functional language for discussion 
and show understanding of topic and others in the discussion.   
Later, be able to give a PPT presentation on a topic and answer 
questions about what was presented. 

�  Develop vocabulary necessary for higher education learning 
environment. 

�  Show critical thinking through all classes , assignments and 
projects 


