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How popular is EAP?	
  	



I. Introduction  
 

Problems of current general college English teaching 
 
1. Citation and plagiarism 
Less experience in citing references among Chinese PhD 
students in the USA due to a lack of instruction (Dong,1996).  
 
*Problem in citation for Chinese college students (Shi,2004) 
 

*Chinese students had less awareness about plagiarism than 
American students--  

 owing to less instruction and the Chinese teaching culture for 
memorizing knowledge without making citations  

     (Zhang 2014). 



Chinese students in UK universities lacked academic skills 
in writing and speaking, and could not cope with their 
academic study (e.g. Banerjee, 2001; Bamford, 2006).  

 
Davis (2013) suggested that Chinese college students need 

to develop skills in writing academic essays or reports, 
how to cite references appropriately and how to avoid 
plagiarism in the academic context.  

 
These studies indicate that Chinese students did not 

develop well in academic skills, particularly in citations in 
20 years.  



English lessons should meet needs of society, 
employment and employers  
(束定芳，2004；王海啸2004） 
 
However，current general English (GE) teaching does 
not meet these needs. 

e.g. “哑巴”和“聋子”English（丁仁仑和戴炜栋， 
2013） 
   low communication skill—inefficient English 
education（杨惠中，2012） 
 
Call for innovation for College English Teaching in China: 
ESP/EAP(蔡基刚，2010；刘润清，2010；束定芳，2011
;孙有中,2011) 



2. EAP is for academic study. 
 
 Therefore, the argument for not teaching EAP in China is: 
 
*Not many students are taught in English in their subjects 
*Not all students will go abroad or for postgraduate study 
*Very few students will publish English papers in journals 
*EAP will replace subject teachers 
 
   However,               
3. EAP can also benefit learners’ occupation. 
 
*Occupation need is one of 4 basic factors in EAP. 
(Jordan,1997) 
 
 
 



Figure 1: Sub-divisions of EAP  
                                       (Flowerdew & Peacock, 2001: 12) 
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*EAP writing is also related to professional work: e.g. 
“technique and managerial reports, bids for contracts and 
other such persuasive documents.”  

                                       (Dudley-Evens, 2001: 231).  
 
*Students like this type of practice because these tasks are 

regarded as a model in the future work and they can 
adapt the style of writing into their future jobs 

                                                        (Dudley-Evens, 2001).  
 
*Team work training in EAP lesson:  
Students learn how to divide the work, discuss the case and 

communicate the opinions in a team  
                                                      (Dudley-Evans, 2001).  
 
 
 
	



Zou’s (2015) study indicates that XJTLU graduates highly 
praise EAP.  
 
• EAP course not only contains good English training for 
further abroad-study but also benefit their occupations.  

• Participants accept that the four skills--speaking, listening, 
reading and writing are all of great help during work, 
especially speaking and writing.  
 
• Frequently using English in: 
     conversations and e-mails  
     making presentations and writing reports 
 



Figure 2 
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•  XJTLU graduates have confidence in using English at work.  
 
•  The awareness of deadline and teamwork  
 
•  EAP taught them to analyze problems professionally 

•   For those using English less in work, they still benefit from 
EAP in pre-experiencing the steps to fulfill an assignment 
parallel to the real jobs.  

 



*Zou’s (2015) corpus study found that students at XJTLU 
performed better in the use of academic vocabulary in their 
academic writing after 1 year study than students in other 
9 Chinese universities after 4 years’ English learning which 
is heavily influenced by the English teaching context in 
China.   
 
Chinese students may be highly impacted by Chinese 
writing styles and oral English (e.g. about, so, today, 
nowadays, what’s more) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 大学普通英语技能与学术英语技能的不同 (Ruan,  XJTLU 2010）	

大学英 听力技能要求	
（2007 高 ）

学 英 听力技能要求	
(Jordan, 1997; Gillett, 2000,etc）
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II. Listening: 
Listening Learning and Teaching Strategy  
( LC Learning and Teaching Strategy April 2010) 
 
Major differences between listening to a short sentence or spoken 

interaction (and answering MCQ) versus coping with a long lecture at 
XJTLU where English is used as the primary medium for instruction.   

   
Listening materials replicate as closely as possible, the experience of 

listening in a lecture. 
  
Listening materials used gradually increase in terms of length and 

complexity throughout the first year of study, and are accompanied by 
exercises that increasingly demand greater depth of comprehension 
to complete them successfully.  



Focus is maintained on note-taking skills and other strategies that will 
assist the students in the understanding of lectures such as: 

  
Listening for the gist of the lecture 
听讲座的要点 
Identifying the main ideas of the lecture 
明确讲座的主要思想 
Recognizing when digressions commence and terminate 
认识到一些题外话的出现和结束 
Being able to discern the subtext (extract meanings from phonemic 

features of the language) 
 
学术英语听力中的任务练习是让学生边听边记重点(note taking), 这样

可以增加词汇练习，这也是有效的任务性学习之一 （Ellis， 2003) 
 
 
 



By the end of their second year of study, students should 
have developed a comprehensive set of skills and 
strategies for extended listening to spoken discourse in 
English.  

 
By then, they should also be able to listen while 

simultaneously taking effective notes from which they can 
later reconstruct the meaning of the lecture in order to 
perform better.  

 
They should also be able to participate actively in small 

group discussions, listening to, comprehending and 
spontaneously responding in appropriate manner to 
input. 

 



 
Listening Assessment:  
Listening for lectures and note taking skills are assessed by a separate 

original listening in which a pre-recorded lecture is delivered on a 
particular topic.  

 
Listening and taking notes, then using their note-taking to  
answer questions 
write a short timed essay (300-400 words) 
cite references from listening and reading 
 



EAP listening practice at XJTLU 
Both from academic and occupation 
 
Listening: 
Listening sources from academic lectures, BBC, TED, etc. 
 
Business: Dragons’ Den (BBC)-Writing a business plan 
 
Built Environment: BBC Video: Skyscrapers in the UK, 

USA, Australia, China, etc (e.g. the highest Gate in 
Suzhou-东方之门). 

---Analyzing buildings 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Listening:  
 
TED Talk for various subjects ： http://www.ted.com  
Academic Lectures 
http://www.learnerstv.com/index.php 
Lectures to watch and listen to from English for University.Com 
http://englishforuniversity.com/listening/lectures-to-watch-and-listen-to/  
 
BBC Learn English  
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index.shtml  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/
talkaboutenglish/2009/04/090427_tae_al.shtml  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/ 
BBC: Dragon’s Den (Youku) 
Reaching for the Sky http://www.bbc.com/news/world-20526217  
MIT Video 
http://video.mit.edu/  
ESL Pod: 
http://www.eslpod.com/website/index_new.html  
 



5. Online free courses 
	VideoLectures.NET: http://videolectures.net/ 

Moocs: http://moocs.com;Coursera: https://coursera.org  
EDX:    https://www.edx.org   
EAP: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/english-for-study  

Video：http://www.englishcentralchina.com/  
http://www.livemocha.com ; http://www.busuu.com
网易公开课： http://open.163.com/  
 
General ESL sources: 
http://www.cortland.edu/flteach/flteach-res.html 
http://iteslj.org/  
http://www.teach-nology.com/  
http://writing-speech.dartmouth.edu/learning/materials/sources-and-citations-dartmouth  



EAP	for	Maths:	Listening	Tasks	Gene6cally	Modified	Foods		
What	do	you	know	about	GM	foods?	Examples?	



What	do	you	know	about	GM	foods?	

Some	Defini6ons:		
²  The	term	GM	foods	or	GMO	(gene2cally-modified	organism)	is	most	

commonly	used	to	refer	to	crop	plants	created	for	human	or	animal	
consump2on	using	the	latest	molecular	biology	technique.	

	
²  Gene2cally	modified	(adj.)	(of	a	plant,	etc.)	having	had	its	gene2c	

structure	changed	ar2ficially,	so	that	it	will	produce	more	fruit	or	not	be	
affected	by	disease;	gene2cally	modified	foods	(=made	from	plants	that	
have	been	changed	in	this	way)	

	
Can	you	think	of	any	language	which	will	occur	on	the	topic	of	GM	foods?	
GM	crops,	farming,	agriculture,	controversial,	risky,	benefits;	opposi2on,	

resistance	



What	Is	a	Gene6cally	Modified	Food?	[Video]	

Watch	a	video	about	GM	food	on	Scien3fic	American	Website	
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/gmo-what-is-genetically-
modified-food-video/.	Take	notes	and	discuss	with	your	group	member:	
	
	

What	have	you	learned	about	GM	foods	in	the	video?		
	

Have	you	changed	your	opinion	about	GM	foods	aNer	
watching	the	video?	Why	or	why	not?	

	
	



Task: Create a listening task for your students 

 
Topic? 
Source? (Search for a source on your mobile phone) 
Activities? 
 
Create Listening assessment for your students 
 
Topic? 
Listening tasks? 
 



III. Speaking 
 
Literature for speaking 
 
交际英语教学法的特征 

•  外语学习的目的是为了交流，学习技能以便在不同的语
言环境下使用不同的语言(Richards & Rodgers, 2001; 
Widdowson, 1978) 。 

 
•  外语学习者应有交际能力，应既有知识也有能力去用语

言进行交流。教师应给与有意义的场景让学生去使用和
练习语言 (Hymes,1972) 。 

 

  

 



交际英语教学法在EAP教学的必要性 
 
 

•  国内英语偏重读和听,而对写尤其是说重视程度偏低(Feng, 
2009)

 

•  中国学生口语差和不愿交流的原因可归纳为以下几个方面 
（Xiao & Petraki, 2007;Cao 2011）: 
1. 害羞或害怕丢脸 
2. 对话题的不熟悉以及语言知识的匮乏 
3. 还有受文化背景或同伴不合作的影响
 

•  口语课要用交际教学法，多让学生交流，应以学生为中心 
（Nunan,1988) 
 



Speaking: The teaching of Speaking (LC Learning and Teaching 
Strategy April 2010, XJTLU) 

 
Aims	

University students need to be able to communicate effectively in 
English in a number of situations. Students also need to be prepared 
to understand how to participate in more formal discussions and 
seminars, and how to give paced presentations to present ideas/
information in a measured, structured and comprehensible way.  

 
These skills are not only the  key to successful participation in activities 

in study years 2, 3, & 4, but also represent progress towards meeting 
the UK quality assurance agency bench marks for undergraduate 
degrees, which include a number of these as requirements. 

	



EAP Speaking at XJTLU 
Speaking： group discussion, negotiation, debate and presentation 
 
Oral assessment: presentation, interview, discussion 
 
Example of Oral assessment for Y2 Built Environment 
* Presentation: analysis of a building or a city design in the UK (with Google 

Map) 
* Group discussion: contribute own ideas for construction of a region in a city 
* Debate: Role play: (A hearing at a City Council in the UK) 
1. Evaluate pros and cons of establishment of a new business centre on a big 

lawn in a local area 
2. Vote for Y or N 
 
Oral assessment: Group discussion 

Assessing students’ language in the discussion: e.g. 
How to interrupt others and change topics, how to negotiate, how to invite 

other contributions, etc. 
 
 
 



 
 
*Giving formal presentations with PPT in a professional way 
individually or within a group 
  
*Work in a Team Environment: 
a. Discussing, Negotiating, debating relevant topics effectively with 
pairs/groups in class 
b. Conducting a study with a group 
 
*Developing academic/research skills including critical thinking, 
finding academic sources, citations and referencing, etc. in order to 
copy with academic studies– i.e. students’ specific subjects (ESAP)  
 
*Using English confidently in their work and research in future 
 
 e.g. writing professional reports and negotiating with foreign 
companies.  
 
 
 



 
 

4. Speaking 
Advice for improving speaking skills (from University of Warwick) 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/learning_english/leap/listeningandspeaking/skills/  
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/learning_english/leap/listeningandspeaking/
presentation/  
 
http://www.uefap.com/speaking/spkfram.htm  
 
Speaking Apps: 
HelloTalk: http://hellotalk.com 
 英语流利说: http://22.liulishuo.com 
Talking Tom 



V.Task: Create a speaking task for your students 

Topic? 
Activity? 
Time needed? 
 
 
Design speaking assessment for your 

students 



 
 
 
 
 
VI. Computer technology for EAP teaching and learning 
 
1. Online English-Chinese Language Exchange 
XJTLU+ 2 UK universities:Platform: China-UK Wikispaces  
http://englishchinese.wikispaces.com/ 



  

 
Findings 
 

Wiki can promote collaborative learning between students 
in the two countries, and such exchanges are helpful in 
the development of English writing proficiency and 
communication skills for Chinese students.  

 
Tasks incorporated into language courses can enhance 

and facilitate the interaction between native speakers 
and EFL learners. 

 
Students had high motivation to contribute to the various 

tasks and shared their interests on Wiki with their 
partners from the two UK universities. 

 



2. Mobile learning-- WeChat class forum 



 Class forums                      Samples of chat with French students 



Questionnaire results	
 

More than 80% asked questions, read English messages, got 

feedback from peers in Class forum.  

More than 70% found teacher and peers’ feedback useful; easy and 

comfortable to talk with the teacher	

64% felt the group English chatting helpful for my English.  

 

Interview results 
 

All of the interviewees asked questions and got the feedback in class 
forum. 

 
The majority: useful, fun, instant feedback, improve English,  
but chatting in English is challenging  
 
 

 

 
 



It is easy and comfortable for students to communicate in 
class forum with the teacher and students. 

 

Students felt more confident to talk about lessons in English 
class forum .  

 
It is one of the good ways/channels to practice English. 
 

S4: “Chatting with the teacher in WeChat will not make me nervous, 
otherwise chatting face-to-face with teacher makes me nervous.” 

  
 

	

 	

	

	



EAP App with class materials (sample screens) 
	





Findings 
 

•  The majority of students had a positive attitude toward 
MALL.  

 

•  MALL is considered as a convenient tool and can achieve 
EFL learning purpose.  

 

•  It’s easy to access resources in and after class instantly. 
 

•  Using class forum stimulated students interest in MALL. 

•  EAP APP is considered as a convenient and specific tool 
to help students perform better in EAP class. 

 
 
 
	

	



IV. Suggestions on EAP courses for CET in China 

*Y1 Semester 1: EGP (General English)/EGAP (985)  
*Y1 Semester 2: EGAP (985/211 Universities) or EGP (non-211) 
Y2: ESAP(985/211 Universities) /EGAP(non-211) for specific subjects 
*Teaching sources: text-books, in-house materials, but update every 

year to cope with updated information in the specific fields, e.g. 
listening and reading materials 

*Using different sources: text-books + online sources 
*Group work with other tutors--better sources 
*Do not focus on vocabulary for specific disciplines; No translation: 
    ---- Reduce teachers’ workload and fears of EAP teaching 
*Speaking: presentation, discussion, negotiation, debate, 
*Design EAP lessons and assessment based on students’ need, level, 

goals (Toohey, 2009). 
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