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EAP and ESP 

• “ESP is an approach to language teaching in which all decisions as 

to content and method are based on the learners’ reasons for 

learning” (Hutchinson and Walters, 1990). 

– English for Specific Purposes (ESP) 

– English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 

– English for Specific Academic Purposes (ESAP) 

 

 



Task Based Learning 

• Key authors 

– Prabhu 1987 the Bangalore Project 

– Willis and Willis, 2007 

– Ellis, 2003 

• Advantages 

– ‘Real’ communication 

– ‘Natural’ language learning 

– Purposeful and meaningful 

– Fun and motivating 

• Examples 

– Visiting the doctor 

– Making a complaint 

– Deciding which is the best… 



Session Objectives 

• What is a language task? 

• What do language tasks look like? 

• What inputs do learners need to perform a task? 



Task design 

• What is a task (Ellis 2003)? 

Criterion Description 

MEANING 

FOCUS 

A task involves a primary focus on 

(pragmatic) meaning. 

GAP A task has some kind of 

‘communication gap’. 

FREE The participants choose the linguistic 

resources needed to complete the 

task. 

GOAL 

ORIENTED 

 

A task has a clearly defined, non-

linguistic outcome. 

 



A. Meaning Focus 

B. Gap 

C. Free 

D. Goal Oriented 

Activity TASK Y/N 

1 Write four sentences to practise 

past simple passive.  

No 

Activity 2A: Is this a task? 



A. Meaning Focus 

B. Gap 

C. Free 

D. Goal Oriented 

Activity TASK Y/N 

2 Work in pairs. Talk about your 

grandparents. Tell each other what 

you know about their past lives. Use 

the phrases and patterns from the 

box 

No 

Activity 2A: Is this a task? 



Activity 2B: Is this a task? 

A. Meaning Focus 

B. Gap 

C. Free 

D. Goal Oriented 

Activity TASK Y/N 

2 Work in pairs. Talk about your 

grandparents. Tell each other what 

you know about their past lives. Use 

the phrases and patterns from the 

box. Find three things they had in 

common.  

Yes 



Pre-Task and Task 

• Pre-task 

– Everything the participant needs to know in order to perform the task 

• Knowledge 

• Skills 

• Language 

• Task 

– Rank.. 

– Choose… 

– Evaluate… 

– Solve… 

– Make plans.. 



Pre-Task and EAP skills 

Subject Knowledge 

• Discuss… 

• Read/ Listen… 

• Write… 

• Research… 

• Prepare… 

• Present… 

• Look at… 

 

Study Skills 

• How to present 

• How to research 

• Using the Library 

• IT skills 
 

Language Knowledge 

• Grammar 

• Vocabulary 

• Function 

 

Language Skills 

• How to discuss 

• How to skim 

• How to scan 

 

EAP skill 

• Citation and referencing 

• Notetaking 

• Bibliography research 



Questions about TBL 

• Large class? 

• My syllabus? 

• Shy/ lazy students? 

• Previous learning experiences of my students? 

 

 

 

 


