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Session 1: Task Based Learning and EAP 

Activity 1A: Identifying the features of a TASK 

What do you think a TASK is?  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Activity 1B: 

Activity 1C:  

If you are A, turn to page 3 

If you are B, turn to page 4 
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Communication Gaps (Prabhu 1987) 

Information Gap Participant A and Participant B have different information. They need all the information to make a 

decision. 

Reasoning Gap Participant A and Participant B have different roles or situations. They need to solve a problem together. 

Opinion Gap Participant A and Participant B have different opinions. They need to try and persuade the other to agree.  

Criteria for a TASK (Ellis, 2003) 

Criterion Description 

MEANING FOCUS A TASK involves a primary focus on (pragmatic) meaning. 

GAP A TASK has some kind of ‘communication gap’. 

FREE The participants choose the linguistic resources needed to complete the TASK. 

GOAL ORIENTED A TASK has a clearly defined, non-linguistic outcome 

Activity 2A: What is a TASK? 
Look at the following classroom activities. Using the criteria from Ellis, 2003, decide which activities are TASKS. 

 Activity TASK Y/N 

1 Think of the busiest day you have had recently. Work in pairs. Tell your partner all the things you did. 

Which of you had the busiest day? 
Yes 

2 Work in pairs. Talk about your grandparents. Tell each other what you know about their past lives. Use 

the phrases and patterns from the box 
No 

3 Look at the list of jobs. Which job do you think is the most important? Which is the least important? 

Discuss with your partner and try to agree.  

 

4 .Look at the following hotel brochures. Discuss them with a partner.  

5 Write four sentences to practise past simple passive.  

6 You work for a coffee distribution company. You are going to have a board meeting to prepare a 
marketing strategy. First, prepare for the meeting  

1. Read your article about coffee production. Work with a partner and summarise it. Prepare to 

present it to the meeting.  

2. Present your summary to the meeting. Listen to the other summaries and make notes.  
3. Work as a group to make a new marketing plan for the company.  

 

7 Assess how and why cyber bullying can have more severe consequences than face-to-face bullying. 
Give concrete examples from research and online sources, and evaluate proposed methods to prevent 

cyber bullying in the UK and worldwide. 

 

8 A> Work as a group to prepare a report about one of the following materials. A) aluminium. B) 

steel. C) plastic. D). Bring the report to class next week.  

 

B> Read each report and make notes.  

 

 

Activity 2B: 
Look at the activities which are not TASKS. Change the wording to make them into TASKS. 
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Activity 2B: Answers 

 Activity TASK Y/N 

1 Think of the busiest day you have had recently. Work in pairs. Tell your partner all the things you did. 
Which of you had the busiest day? 

Yes 

2 Work in pairs. Talk about your grandparents. Tell each other what you know about their past lives. Use 
the phrases and patterns from the box. Find three things they had in common.  

 

3 Look at the list of jobs. Which job do you think is the most important? Which is the least 

important? Discuss with your partner and try to agree.  
Yes 

4 Look at the following hotel brochures. Discuss them with a partner. Which is the best hotel for a 

business person attending a conference at the Shanghai National Exhibition and Conference 

Center? 

 

5 Write four sentences to practise past simple passive to describe how a diamond is made. Discuss with a 

partner. Which description is best? 

 

6 You work for a coffee distribution company. You are going to have a board meeting to prepare a 

marketing strategy. First, prepare for the meeting  

1. Read your article about coffee production. Work with a partner and summarise it. Prepare to present 

it to the meeting.  
2. Present your summary to the meeting. Listen to the other summaries and make notes.  

3. Work as a group to make a new marketing plan for the company.  

Yes 

7 Assess how and why cyber bullying can have more severe consequences than face-to-face bullying. 

Give concrete examples from research and online sources, and evaluate proposed methods to prevent 

cyber bullying in the UK and worldwide. 

Yes 

8 A> Work as a group to prepare a report about one of the following materials. A) aluminium. B) 

steel. C) plastic. D). Bring the report to class next week.  

 
B> Read each report and make notes. Work with your group and choose the best material for 

each of the following products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------- 

Information Gap: A 

You are the manager of a small Flower Delivery company. Times are hard. Your company has to sack one employee. Discuss with the 

owner what your employees can do. When you have filled in the table, decide which employee to sack.  

  
Skill John Rachel Jessie Kim Eric 

Drive car      

Make web pages      

Make coffee      

Speak in public      
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Task types  
 Finding similarities/ differences 

 Ranking  

 Choosing 

 Evaluating 

 Solving Problems 

 Making Plans 

A Task Based Learning Paradigm for university language classrooms 
PRE TASK 

What do you need to know in order to do the TASK? 
TASK  

Response 

Subject Knowledge 

 Discuss… 

 Read/ Listen… 

 Write… 

 Research… 

 Prepare… 

 Present… 

 Look at… 

Activity 

 Rank 

 Choose 

 Evaluate 

 Solve 

 Make plans 

Study Skills 

 How to present 

 How to research 

 Using the Library 

 IT skills 

 

Language Knowledge 

 Grammar 

 Vocabulary 

 Function 

 

Language Skills 

 Discussing 

 Skimming 

 Scanning 

 

EAP skill 

 Citation and referencing 

 Notetaking 

 Bibliography research 

 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------- 

Information Gap: B 

You are the owner of a small Flower Delivery company. Times are hard. Your company has to sack one employee. Discuss with the 

manager what your employees can do. When you have filled in the table, decide which employee to sack. 

Skill John Rachel Jessie Kim Eric 

Drive car      

Make web pages      

Make coffee      

Speak in public      
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